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2013 ANNUAL REPORT 
Wachusett Watershed Regional Recycling Center 
Wachusett Earthday 
 
Wachusett Earthday held 99 collections during 2013 at the Wachusett Watershed Regional 
Recycling Center at 131 Raymond Huntington Highway in West Boylston.  This represents a 
62% increase in weekly recycling collections over 2012.  The Center is a partnership of seven 
Wachusett Towns (Boylston, Holden, Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, Sterling and West Boylston), 
the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), and the volunteer non-profit 
Wachusett Earthday, Incorporated.   
 
The Center provides year-round collections of bulk, recyclable and re-useable items. The 
Wachusett Watershed Regional Recycling Center is open every week on Tuesday from 9 to 11 
a.m., Wednesday from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. and the third Saturday of each month from 8 a.m. to 11 
a.m. to collect bulk, recycling and reuse items.  
 
Wachusett Earthday provided four special collections of household hazardous products on the 
third Saturday of April, June, September and November from 8 a.m. to noon.  In addition three 
free document shredding days were held at the Recycle Center on the third Saturdays of March, 
May and October.   
 
The Holden Police Department offers continuous year round collection of pharmaceuticals and 
sharps at the Holden Public Safety Building.  Several of the Wachusett Towns participate in 
national Drug Take-Back Days, and some collect sharps and/or pharmaceuticals during the year.  
Check Town websites for updates. 
 
Early in 2013 the Wachusett Watershed Regional Recycle Center building for recycling and reuse 
opened. This 6000 square foot was constructed through the MA Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) Partnership Matching Fund Grants with half the cost of $300,000 cost 
contributed by Wachusett Earthday individual donors as matching funds. More than 600 citizens 
donated to the match.  On November 8, DCR Commissioner Edward Lambert, DCR Director 
Jonathan Yeo, DCR Regional Director John Scannell and Wachusett Earthday directors and 
volunteers and the Wachusett communities celebrated a successful partnership with a dedication 
ceremony. 
 
In 2013, the number of recycle center visits by residents from the seven town region increased by 
45% to reach 9,548. Over 5,000 gallons of household hazardous products were safely removed 
from the watershed. Collected items totaled 31 tons of electronics including computer monitors 
and TVs, 68 tons of appliances and metals, 880 tires, 353 propane cylinders, 33 fire extinguishers, 
76 tons of cardboard, paper, plastic and mixed recycling. 244 tons of project debris and furniture,  
477 appliances with refrigerants, one ton of fluorescents, one ton of alkaline batteries, thousands 
of rechargeable batteries and more than 1.5 tons of clothing. Over 15,000 returnable bottles and 
cans were collected.  The Recycle Center received and gave away many thousands of craft, fabric 
arts and school supplies, holiday items, household items, small appliances, furniture and tools for 
reuse.  
 
Community collaboration is key. More than fifty dedicated volunteers built shelves, cleaned and 
organized to open the new building.  The volunteers served the community each week in all 
recycling areas. James Masse of West Boylston Boy Scout Troop 151 completed the shed for 
bulbs and batteries as his Eagle project. Volunteers Sherman Hill and Christian de Marcken 
completed finishing touches adding a recycled door and new ramp. Volunteers from Community 
99
Strategies began weekly service in December.  Regional Cub Scout groups enjoyed educational 
tours and volunteered.  Earthday volunteers offered free crafts and reuse and recycling 
information at Wachusett Town celebrations.   
 
For 2014 four Household Hazardous Products collections are planned from 8 a.m. to noon on 
April 19, June 21, September 20 and November 15.  In 2014 free document shredding will be 
held on March 15, May 17 and October 18 from 8 to 11 a.m.  The Center will be closed on 
November 26 and December 24, 2014. 
 
The Wachusett Regional Recycle Site Team includes designated representatives of the seven 
Wachusett Towns, the MA Department of Conservation and Recreation and Wachusett Earthday, 
Incorporated. The Site Team meets periodically to review and plan operations.  The volunteer 
board of Wachusett Earthday, Incorporated meets monthly to manage on-going operations. 
 
2013 Members of the Wachusett Regional Recycle Center Town Representative Team: 
Boylston—Martin McNamara  Rutland—Sheila Dibb 
Holden—Dennis Lipka   Sterling—William Tuttle 
Paxton—Carol Riches   West Boylston—Leon Gaumond, Christopher Rucho 
Princeton—Arthur Allen  Wachusett Earthday—Colleen Abrams 
MA Department of Conservation and Recreation—John Scannell 
 
2013 Directors of Wachusett Earthday:    
Colleen Abrams, Arthur Allen, Norma Chanis, George Dvorak, Andre Gaudet, Eric Johansen, C. 
Mary McLoughlin, Robert Paulson, Anna Perkins, Patt Popple, David Ryan, Helen Townsend 
and Robert Troy 
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